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the law declared he recognised himself in a certain char-
acter, legal proceedings supervened, and Zola had to make
certain alterations in his work.

Shortly before the publication of " Pot-Bonille," Edmond
de Goncourt had suggested to Zola that their monthly
dinners, abandoned since the death of Flaubert, might be
resumed, and Zola, like Tourgeneff and Alphonse Daudet,
immediately assented. Goncourt, by the way, would seem
to have then seen little of Zola for some time past. He
mentions that he read the first chapters of his novel, " La
Faustin," to the Zolas, the Daudets, He're'dia, Charpentier,
and the " young men of Me"dan," on which occasion he was
amazed to find that the passages based on study and
research produced no effect on his little audience, whereas
the chapters in which he had relied on his imagination car-
ried them away. And he was particularly amused when
Zola declared that a certain imaginary Greek, called Atha-
asiadas, must really have been drawn from the life.1 A
little later, when Goncourt, the Daudets, and Charpentier
visited Zola at Mddan, they found that he had already spent
two hundred thousand francs on his house there, besides
buying one of the islands on the Seine near the property
and building a chalet on it. In talking of those matters,
Zola evinced a superb contempt for money. It was im-
possible for him to hoard, he said; he remembered the first
franc-piece given him when he was a very little boy. He
had immediately gone to buy a purse, which had cost him
nineteen sows, in such wise that he had only one sou left
to put in it.2

1 "Journal des Goncourt," Vol. YI, p. 140. .
8 2Md., p. 162.

14nd in. 1893,
